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WHAT BECAME OF THE TWO-HOUR 
SERMON? 
By Kenneth J. Foreman 


JOHN 8. LAND 


Dr. Land, whose sermon on ‘‘The Tests 
of Love’’ appears in The Outlook Pul- 
pit, page 5, has been pastor of the St. 
Charles Avenue church, New Orleans, 


throughout his ministry. Upper right 
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he discusses what has been called, 


‘“‘The Eleventh Commandment,’’ which, 
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he says, is not optional but mandatory 


for the Christian. 











Letters to the Editors 





Vote Without Responsibility Is Questioned 





What Is Inactive Status? 


To the Editors: 

I have just learned of the very close 
vote in —— Presbytery on the Federal 
Council issue. For some time now the 
feeling has been growing in my mind 
that it is not altogether fair to the church 
and to the cause of Christ that ministers 
who have ceased to be in the active work 
by virtue of their retirement age or phy- 
sical infirmity should have the privilege 
of participating in an active way in de- 
cisions concerning the present program 
of the church in which they will not have 
an active part and for which they will 
not have responsibility. 

It would be interesting, for example, 
to know just how many of the negative 
votes cast in that presbytery were by 
ministers not in the active work of the 
ministry. Some older ministers by the 
very fact of their inactive status, are 
living in the past, and I think it would 
surprise many of us to know how many 
of the older laity still follow them be- 
cause of an earlier association. 

Should the cold, clammy hand of the 
past be permitted to stay the progress of 
a warm and progressive present? It is 
an accepted fact, I think, that those who 
are not active in constructive endeavor, 
either by reason of age or infirmity do 
not have, as a rule, the wholesome, ad- 
venturous outlook that is and must be 
possessed by those who bear the burden 
and heat of the noonday. ... 

It seemed to me that you might explore 
this whole subject for discussion by the 
readers of THE OUTLOOK. It might hurt 
some hearts—but it might help the cause 
of Christ. 

NAME WITHHELD. 


Truer Than If Simply True 


To the Editors: 

I have read with interest and joy the 
article in THE OUTLOOK telling of the 
tremendous venture started by the stu- 
dent bodies and faculties of Union Semi- 
nary and the Assembly’s Training School 
for Montpellier Seminary in France (Dec. 
29). It has contBibuted not a little to 
making this Christmas a wonderful 
Christmas for me when I felt so much 
“within” the fellowship of the Church 
Universal that homesickness simply could 
not get in. 

I wish to express to you my deep grati- 
tude for the contribution your paper has 
made to the “cause,” and thank you 
for your deep interest in the affairs of 
my beloved seminary. I only hope that 
they, back home, will be able to appre- 
ciate the full meaning of what is going 
on and see the full scope of the miracle. 

To be completely sincere, though, I 
must confess having been not a little dis- 
turbed by the role you assign to me in 
the making of this miracle, and also by 
some misstatements about my past life; 
in fact, you have beautifully ascribed to 
me, in a magnificant contribution, the 
composite virtues of many friends and the 
students of my seminary as a whole. It 
has brought me to meditate as never be- 
fore on the problem of “mythology and 
history,” and I have come to the satis- 
fying conclusion (just the same thing 
when you discuss the problem of the his- 
toricity of the book of Genesis): “It is 
true, and though it is not true,” 
or: “It is not true, but it is nevertheless 


truer than if it were simply true... .” 

For the sake of the “simple truth” 
though, I wish to correct some of the 
misstatements referred to above. I guess 
it is because I spoke so often and in many 
places on the theme, “The Church Is the 
Underground Movement of the World,” 
that so many people went on assuming 
that I had been one among the first to 
join the Maquis. In reality, my very per- 
sonal underground activity has gone as 
far as escaping being sent into Germany 
as a forced laborer and disappearing in 
the mountains for a while; it is true all 
right that the seminary has been very 
active in the smuggling of Jews and pa- 
triots through the borders of Spain or 
Switzerland, but I contented myself with 
being a cheer leader, as it were, on the 
side lines, very enthusiastic, sure, but 
very unengaged. True also. that I have 
been a chaplain in Lorraine for a short 
while with the Free French Army, but 
also true that it was one of the most try- 
ing experiences of my life, as I met with 
systematic opposition on the part of the 
officers and was finally obliged to submit 
my resignation. 

I could go on and on, but I stop here, 
for it is enough to make plain that it is 
very undeservingly that I have been cre- 
dited in the article with many grand ges- 
tures done by dear friends who sometimes 
met with death or torture in the adven- 
ture. And sacred is the soil they rest in, 
and terrible their silence; woe to them 
that would steal their glory to clad them- 
selves with it. 

And now that I feel liberated, let me 
express again my deep gratefulness for 
your concern, and make it very plain that 
your article deals faithfully with facts 
“as regard to my student body as a whole. 


JEAN ABEL. 
Chicago, Il. 


‘‘Fire Is Clean’’ 


To the Editors: 

As they usually are, Dr. Foreman’s ser- 
mon (“Fire Is Clean”) in the January 19 
OUTLOOK is splendid. I hope that you 
intend to make this available in pamphlet 
form and if so would like to place my 
order for 500 copies. It makes good read- 
ing and would contribute to the much- 
needed education of Christian people on 
this matter of death and disposition of 
mortal remains. 

‘IBDWARD 5S. BAYLESS. 
Denison, Texas. 


e®EDITORS’ NOTE—This reprint is 
available not in pamphlet form but in 
single sheets—asg it appeared in the pa- 
per. $1.00 per 100 postpaid. We can also 
provide the same kind of reprints of Dr. 
Foreman’s recent homily, “LIKE PEO- 
PLE, LIKE PRIEST,” which might well 
be distributed in every congregation, Also 
$1.00 per 100. 


Citadel of Pride? 


To the Elitors: 

The last two paragraphs of your re- 
port on the Southeastern Church Convoca- 
tion contain a real message to our church: 
- the paganism of racial superior- 
ity . . . twists our judgment, blinds our 
eyes, breaks our spirits’ (OUTLOOK, Jan. 
26). 

When will our Presbyterian, US, church 


end its career as a citadel of racial pride 
and prejudice? The message of God’s love 
falls on thousands of ears deafened by 
our lack of love in dealing with the Ne- 
sro. Where are the humility and love 
so urgently enjoined by Jesus? 

Let us break down the barriers between 
Christians that have been erected by ra- 
cial pride. In our denomination they 
exist in our homes, orphanages, schools, 
conference grounds and churches. Then, 
our example of love will bring men to 
the saving jower of Jesus as our words 
can never do it alone. 

GEO. C, WORTH. 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 


Challenge to the Church 


To the Editors: 

The challenge to our church in 1948 is: 

(1) To arise to the need to declare 
effectively the message of God in present- 
day life—not in the conventions and tra- 
ditions of other days; and 

(2) To make the Session a team, sharing 
outlook and responsibility and not merely 
an “approving” body. 

Cc. R. BOLTON. 

Tupelo, Miss. 


To the Editors: 

The great challenge to our church in 
1946 is: The dedication of the time, tal- 
ents and possessions of our whole church 
to a successful completion of the Program 
of Progress—forgetting all divisive, con- 
troversial subjects, and uniting in the 
cause for which the church was founded— 
carrying the gospel to those who have 
it not. 

JOHN L. WELLFORD. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


To the Editors: 

The Program of Progress which so ably 
presents the vision of the need before us 
and seeks to enlist men and women in the 
total program of our church is the Great 
Challenge to our church in 1948. 

MRS. T. SMITH BREWER. 
Huntington, W. Va. 


Intercepted Message 


RICHARD G. DANNER, 
CITY MANAGER, 
MIAMI, FLA. 

ON BEHALF OF PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, USA, AND ITS MORE THAN 
TWO MILLION MEMBERS, I WISH TO 
COMMEND YOU FOR YOUR COURAGE 
IN GOING AFTER THE DISGRACEFUL 
GAMBLING RACKET IN MIAMI. PLEASE 
BE ASSURED THAT MANY MILLIONS 
OF OTHER GOOD CITIZENS ARE 
SOLIDLY BEHIND YOU. 

WILBUR LA ROE, JR., 


Moderator. 
Washington, D. C. 


The Joy Is Mutual 


To tre Editors: 


I wish I could express adequately 
my apreciation and sincere joy in read- 
ing your publication, word for word, each 
week. 

MARTHA (Mrs. Wm. A.) JONES. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


To the Editors: 

Please find enclosed a check for... 
a subscription for my daughter in Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. THE OUTLOOK is making 
a worthy effort to lead our church to take 
its proper place in the Kingdom of God 
today. J. F. MERRIN. 
Rockmart, Ga. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 


the act of March 3, 1879. 
Richmmond 19, Virginia. 


00 a year. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 
Telephone 2-9492, 10c a copy, $4 


Foreign postage $1 extra 
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Sam B. Hay Elected 
New President of 


Stillman Institute 


Auburn, Ala., Pastor 
To Head Negro School 


Samuel Burney Hay, pastor at Au- 
burn, Ala., since 1926, has accepted the 
presidency of Stillman Institute, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., according to an announce- 
ment by R. E. Fulton, president of the 
board of trustees. The date when Dr. 
Hay will enter upon his new work has 
not been made public. 

The new president is a native of Mc- 
Adenville, N. C., and a graduate of Da- 
vidson College and Columbia Seminary. 
Before going to Auburn he was pastor 
at Covington, Ga., 1923-26. 

Stillman is' the only educational in- 
stitution for Negroes maintained by the 
Presbyterian Church, US. Until a year 
ago it was under the supervision of 
the General Assembly’s Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions. Now, along 
with all other Negro work in the 
church, it is under the Assembly’s new 
committee on Negro work of which 
President J. McDowell Richards of Co- 
lumbia Seminary is chairman. This 
committee in turn names a board of 
trustees for Stillman, of which Dr. R. 
E. Fulton is the chairman. Dr. Fulton 
is pastor of the Eutaw, Ala., church. 


To Succeed Jackson 


Dr. Hay will succeed A. L. Jackson, 
who has been the head of Stillman for 
eighteen years. Last year, the Home 
Missions Committee in its annual re- 
port, said of Mr. Jackson, “In the long 
history of this Negro mission school 
it is doubtful if anyone serving there 
accomplished so much with so little.’’ 

Last year’s report showed a total 
enrollment of 176 students at Stillman, 
including 91 day students. Until last 
June a hospital had been operated in 
connection with the school. 

Two years ago when a special com- 
mittee of the General Assembly was as- 
signed to study the church’s entire Ne- 
gro work, the committee recommended, 
and the Assembly unanimously adopted, 
the following: 

“That Stillman Institute be thor- 
oughly re-organized and developed into 
an A-grade, four-year college. 2 
That a strong school of religion be de- 
veloped at Stillman. That the 
General Assembly . . .approve a cam- 
paign of $1,000,000 for the improve- 
ment of Stillman Institute.’ 





IN 15,000 COMMUNITIES 

New York (RNS).—Theme of the 
7ist annual World Day of Prayer 
to be observed February 13 will be 
“Faith to Meet the Chaos of Our 
World,” it was announced here by 
Mrs. Harper Sibley, president of the 
United Council of Church Women. 
Mrs. Sibley estimated that American 
women in 15,000 communities will 
join women of 68 foreign countries 
in observing the event, which has 
been sponsored since 1927 by the 
United Council of Church Women. 
This year’s observance will feature 
a children’s program to be conducted 
with the cooperation of schools, civic 
groups, and churches. A display of 
film strips will depict the work of 
foreign and home missions. 











First movement toward the financial 
campaign is the inclusion of Negro 
work in the church’s benevolence bud- 
get for 4% % of the annual total for the 
next five years. This would bring to 
Stillman approximately $95,000. 


Frank Price Says China 
Needs Billion Dollars 


Louisville, Ky. (RNS).—The United 
States should appropriate at least $1,- 
000,000,000 to save China from Com- 
munist domination, Frank W. Price, 
Presbyterian missionary to China, said 
in an address here. That much money 
is needed between now andthe summer 
of 1949, he said. 

Dr. Price has written “China: Twi- 
light or Dawn?” which will be pub- 
lished in March. He was assistant to 
the Chinese delegation at the United 
Nation’s organization meeting in San 
Francisco in 1945 by appointment of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek. 


New Executive for Synod 
Of Texas Is E. A. Dean 


E. A. Dean is now the executive sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Synod of Texas, 
succeeding J. G. Whitten, who resigned 
last fall because of ill health, after 
twelve years’ service. 

Mr. Dean has served as an elder in 
the Port Sulphur, La., church and was 
formerly a deacon and church treasurer 
in the Freeport, Texas, church. He had 
been an accountant for the Freeport 
Sulphur Company for a number of 
years. 

The office of the synod’s executive is 
at 520 Scarborough Building, Austin 
22, Texas. 


CAMPUS NEWS 





Trustees Hear That 
Full ‘Accreditation’ 


Is Accorded Montreat 


College Board Gets New 
Chairman and Members 


Montreat College trustees in their 
mid-winter meeting learned that the 
institution had been accorded what was 
described as “full accreditation.”’ Presi- 
dent J. Rupert McGregor was com- 
mended for what the trustees termed 
“the splendid progress and development 
of the school.”’ 


Changes in the personnel of the 
board of directors included the elec- 
tion of James L. Fowle, Chattanooga, 
as chairman, and C. Grier Davis, and 
George H. Wright, Asheville, as well 
as Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., Roanoke, Va., 
as members. Mr. Wright was elected to 
replace Thomas H. Spence, resigned. 

The board learned that Miss Marga- 
ret Spencer is no longer dean of the 
faculty and that Miss Elizabth Hoyt, 
professor of history, is serving as act- 
ing dean. On recommendation of the 
president, the faculties of Montreat Col- 
lege and the Montreat School for Girls 
were re-elected. 

Plans for the equipment and in- 
creased endowment of the college were 
approved along with the employment 
of a building architect and a landscape 
architect for planning the development 
of the institution. The business depart- 
ment of the college was authorized to 
arrange a two-year secretarial course 
for which a certificate in business 
science will be given. 

A proposal to improve the Montreat 
Camp for Girls, a summer camp, was 
also approved. 


—_ 


Hampden-Sydney Seeks More 
Than $200,000 by End of Year 


Hampden-Sydney College’s campaign 
for $500,000 which was due to nave 
been completed December 31, 1947, is 
lagging by $88,000, according to a 
statement by the college president, Ed- 
gar G. Gammon. 

The failure of Virginia Presbyte- 
rians to raise the goal in the allotted 
period, is termed by Dr. Gammon “‘dis- 
appointing.” With the exception of 
Norfolk Presbytery, he says, the failure 
is in the strongest presbyteries. Of the 











4 


three presbyteries that reached and 
passed their quotas, two are the small- 
est in the synod—West Hanover and 
Roanoke. These presbyteries are the 
ones nearest the college. 

Dr. Gammon’s statement shows the 
receipt of $338,679, with $73,911 in un- 
redeemed pledges. Extension of the 
time for the campaign to next December 
31 gives the synod what is called ‘‘the 
chance of belated success.” 

By the addition of cash gifts already 
raised toward a new library and other 
gifts, Hampden-Sydney claimed a condi- 
tional appropriation of $100,000 oftered 
by the General Education Board for 
each unit of $400,000 in moving toward 
a goal of an endowment of $1,000,000 
instead of the previous $388,000. The 
college has until the end of this year to 
claim the second $100,000. It will 
now require just over $200,000, count- 
ing other gifts, in order to achieve this 
objective. 
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Large Scale Building Program 
Gets Underway at Queens 


Queens College’s “greater building 
program” is now underway with the 
beginning of construction of a modern 
heating plant designed to meet the re- 
quirements of all buildings, present and 
future, on the campus. The next step 
will be the complete remodeling of the 
science building, once the present heat- 
ing plant is removed from it, for the 
exclusive use of the science department. 
A challenge gift of $15,000 from the 
General Education Board and other 
gifts have moved the total to $58,000 
on the way to a needed $70,000. 

A recent gift of $40,000 for the pro- 
posed department of homemaking will 
likely mean the early beginning of con- 
struction of a new building for this de- 
partment. An additional $35,000 will 
be sought for this enterprise. 

Since the “Program of Advance”’ was 





Europe s Dependence Upon America 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





TTENDANCE RECENTLY at an 
international Christian conference 
gave me the opportunity to speak 

with nationals of many of the European 
countries. I should like to list my im- 
pressions of the present situation in the 
following brief propositions: 

1. Europe’s attitude toward America 
is much less critical than it has been at 
any time since the war. This new ten- 
dency of appreciation is primarily due 
to the fact that thoughtful Europeans 
are now quite convinced that the Mar- 
shall Plan is not an effort to extend the 
imperial power of our nation, as Com- 
munist propaganda avers. 

There is a growing conviction that we 
really want to help the nations of west- 
ern Europe and that the plan, as now 
projected, does not violate the sover- 
eignty of the dependent nations, This 
favorable impression could of course be 
destroyed if Congress added many re- 
strictive reservations to the European 
recovery plan, which would offend the 
self-respect of the nations involved. 

A curious irony exists in the fact that 
the people who support the recovery 
plan primarily from motives of wanting 
to defeat Communism are most likely to 
destroy the effectiveness of the plan in 
that direction by making it an expres- 
sion of American power and thereby 
proving the Communist propaganda to 
be right. 


2. The tendency to be appreciative of 
America has grown with the increasing 
disillusionment over Communist tactics 
upon the continent. It is generally rec- 
ognized that the strike and sabotage 
strategy in France and Italy serves no 
good economic purpose and is meant to 
wreck the economy of those nations be- 
fore the Marshall Plan can take effect. 


Even the left section of the British 
labor party which was extremely criti- 
cal of America and friendly to Russia 
has changed its line. Some of the mem- 
bers of this group have become con- 
vinced that Greece must be defended 
and kept from falling into the Com- 
munist orbit, lest the strategic picture 
in the whole Mediterranean be changed. 
Thus the “Truman doctrine’ is no 
longer under attack. 

3. The hope is expressed that America 
may not pull down the iron curtain be- 
yond the point where the Russians pull 
it down. More specifically this means 
that we should not cut off economic re- 
lations with Czechoslovakia and Poland, 
even though they are in the Russian 
orbit. 

It is felt that it would be good for the 
peace of the world if we preserved every 
possible contact with nations in eastern 
Europe so far as Russian influence per- 
mits. 

4. Europe in general is just as cer- 
tain as it has been in the past that its 
poverty makes our kind of economy a 
luxury which it cannot afford. It must 
have stronger controls upon its eco- 
nomic life than we have. But it is be- 
ginning to think that perhaps we are 
not actuated purely by economic mo- 
tives and is beginning to accept us as 
an ally in the fight against Communism, 
even though many of our ways seem 
strange. 

5. The economic dependence of Eu- 
rope upon America is very great and one 
has a frightening sense of our responsi- 
bility. For if we should fail in our re- 
sponsibility and if Congress should seri- 
ously mangle the European Recovery 
Program the economic life of Europe 
would fall into chaos.—(Copyright 1948 
by RNS.) 
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begun in 1943 approximately $650,000 
for building purposes has been raised. 
The administration feels the most criti- 
cal need on the campus to be more 
dormitory space and a sustained effort 
is being made to interest churches in 
the controlling synods (N. C. and S. C.) 
in sponsoring multiple, single, or frac- 
tional rooms in the proposed new dor- 
mitories. 


Prefabricated Buildings Being 


Sent for Use in Japan 


New York. (RNS)—Seventeen pre- 
fabricated buildings will be sent to 
Japan jointly by the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America and the 
boards of foreign missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, and the Metho- 
dist Church. 


Four of the buildings are now enroute 
overseas, it was announced here by 
Church World Service, which is han- 
dling the shipment. The whole project 
includes ten churches complete with liy- 
ing quarters, three schools and four 
residences, costing $60,000. The struc- 
tures are intended to aid mission work 
in Japanese areas hardest hit by the 
war. 


Each building, barracks-like in design, 
is composed of standardized units which 
can be fitted together easily. They are 
constructed of steel and aluminum, ex- 
cept for wooden flooring. 


Irish Presbyterian Church 
Has First Woman Elder 


Belfast. (RNS) — Miss Elizabeth 
M’Clune, a member of the historic 
Castlereagh Presbyterian church perched 
on the Castlereagh Hills overlooking 
this city, has the distinction of being 
the only woman elder in the Presby- 
terian Church in Ireland. She has 
served the congregation in various de- 
partments including the Sunday school 
for over 40 years, and in recognition of 
this activity has been admitted to the 
Kirk Session. 


Other congregations in Belfast have 
not looked with favor on the admission 
of women to the eldership, but it is 
thought that with Miss M’Clune as 
pioneer their attitude may change. 
There is a feeling among women’s 
organizations here that the time has 
come for a more liberal policy in Pres- 
byterian church government. 


The Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
is also rigorously opposed to women 
ministers, as compared with the Pres- 
byterian communion in Scotland and 
England where these are by no means 
rare. It is thought that the step taken 
by the Castlereagh church in opening 
the Session to women might also have 
far-reaching effects on the church’s 
policy in other directions, including the 
ministry. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


The Tests of Love 


By JOHN 8. LAND 


STRANGER came one evening to a manse in Scot- 

land. The minister and his family received the 

traveler into the warmth of their home. After sup- 
per, as was the custom, Bible questions were asked. The 
question to the guest was, “How many commandments are 
there?’’ He replied, ‘‘Eleven.’’ The minister seemed al- 
most shocked. He gently corrected the visitor, who still 
insisted he was right. Upon being asked what was the 
eleventh commandment, he repeated the words of our 
text ‘“‘A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another” (John 13:34). The minister was deeply im- 
pressed. The next Sunday he went into his pulpit and 
preached on “The New Commandment.” 

This commandment of Christ is sadly neglected. We pray 
for forgiveness of many sins, but we seldom pray for God 
to forgive us the sin of lovelessness. We feel quite moral 
if we fulfill the two tables of the Law, but do we realize 
that the test of real religion is to love God supremely and 
our neighbor as ourselves? 

This kind of love was “new.” It was new in its insight 
into the heart of real religion. It was new in its outreach, 
gathering all else into its wide embrace. It was new 
because it rose above the letter of the law and exalted its 
spirit. It was new in its revolutionary power, a love that 
would transform the inner life and ever become the dynamic 
motive for courageous service. 

This kind of love is commanded. It is not optional; it is 
mandatory if we are to pass the test of Christ: “A new 
commandment I give unto you, that ye love . . as I have 
loved you.” This love is not a slave of feeling; it is the 
monarch of our minds, hearts and wills if we are to meet 
the New Testament requirement, ‘‘We know what love is 
by this, that he laid down his life for us; so we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brotherhood.” 

It is our Christian duty—and privilege—to be loving per- 
sons after the example of him who “loved the church and 
gave himself for it.” 


I. 


The Christian church began as a fellowship of loving 
spirits. It has always been known by this quality in its 
best hours. The eager group after Pentecost was recog- 
nized for its Christlike love and sharing. We are told that 
pagans exclaimed: ‘‘Behold how these Christians love one 
another.’’ Julian, the Apostate, is said to have admitted. 
“These godless Galileans feed not only their own poor, but 
ours.”’ 

When we joined the church we were asked certain ques- 
tions to show our knowledge of and faith in Christ, but 
there was no specific question as to whether we promised 
to love God supremely and our neighbor as ourselves. Ought 
we not to promise also to love ‘in deed and in truth’’? 
Love, which fulfills the law, is the secret of Christian 
conduct. It is in the light of this tremendous devotion to 
Christ and affection for all his children that Augustine 
gave this startling rule of Christian conduct: ‘‘Love God 
and do as you please.” 

The aged John, who wrote so much about love, often 
said, ‘Little children, love one another.’’ Tradition says 
that when asked why he repeated this so many times his 
reply was, “It is the Lord’s commandment and if only it 
be fulfilled it is enough.” 

All this is in keeping with these words of inspired clarity 
and authority: ‘‘For this is the love of God, that we keep 


his commandments: and his commandments are not griev- 
ous.” 


Glad obedience to the commands of Christ is the acid 
test of discipleship. It is as simple—and profound—as this, 
“If ye love me keep my commandments.” Maltbie Bab- 
cock’s razor-like words ought to haunt and help us if we 
are tempted to take lightly our Christian responsibilities: 


“Christianity is not a voice in the wilderness, but 
a life in the world. It is not an idea in the air but feet 
on the ground, going God’s way. It is not an exotic 
to be kept under glass, but a hardy plant to bear 
twelve months of fruits in all kinds of weather. Fi- 
delity to duty is its root and branch. Nothing we can 
say to the Lord, no calling him by great or dear names, 
can take the place of the plain doing of his will.” 


With the “inasmuch” of our Lord in his parable of the 
Last Judgment ringing in our ears and with half of the 
world today hungry, cold and sick in body and soul, let us 
apply the Johannine test to our love. “But if any one 
has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide 
in him?’’ 


We are also tested in this regard in our teaching and 
preaching. The classic command for faithful instruction of 
children in the home is grounded on the nature of God 
and man’s proper response: ‘‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 
God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy might. And these words. which I command thee this 
day, shall be in thine heart.” By this test, how many of 
our homes meet the Divine Standard? Thomas Chalmers, 
who delivered a famous sermon on “The Expulsive Power 
of a New Affection,’’ shifted from the scolding to the 
wooing note in his preaching. How many sermons did you 
hear last year on love? In response to an invitation to 
contribute a sermon on any aspect of Christian love for a 
proposed volume, a distinguished minister wrote that he 
had ‘nothing worth while on the theme suggested.” 


The tests of orthodoxy consist largely in verbal assent 
to doctrinal statements. Some have felt that our Con- 
fession of Faith should give a more adequate expression 
to the doctrine of Christian love. After debating for years, 
our General Assembly declined to include ‘love’ among 
the attributes of God in the answer to the Shorter Cate- 
chism question, ‘‘What is God?’’! Doctrines and creeds are 
very important, but Sunday after Sunday how many Chris- 
tians include in their creed, “I believe in the New Com- 
mandment. I believe in loving my fellow Christians, even 
as Christ has loved me’? In commenting on ‘‘ferocious 





REACHER OF THE MONTH from The Outlook 
P Pulpit is the beloved pastor of the St. Charles 

Avenue church, New Orleans, the only church he 
has ever served as pastor. In 1917 John Land became 
mission pastor under the First church of New Orleans. 
His mission was organized as the St. Charles Avenue 
church in 1920. That church has grown in size, in in- 
fluence, in effectiveness in an amazing way. Plans now 
call for a 50% increase in the facilities of the church 
in order to care for a growing membership, now more 
than 1,200. Dr. Land is an able leader in the City of 
New Orleans, in affairs of presbytery, synod and General 
Assembly. Born at York, S. C., he attended Presby- 
terian College in S. C., Columbia Seminary, and Tulane 
University. Presbyterian College awarded him the D. 
D. degree. 
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” 


orthodoxy,”’ Dr. Campbell Morgan shocked a congregation 
by exclaiming, ‘‘You can be as orthodox as the devil and be 
damned.” 


“The wise man asked, ‘What language did Christ speak?’ 
They cavil, argue, search, and little prove. 

O sages, leave your Syriac and your Greek, 
Christ spoke the universal language—love.”’ 


The churches err in this regard among themselves. De- 
nominational differences and antagonisms look pale in the 
light of our Lord’s example and teaching. The discussions 
about orders and forms of worship seem irrevelant as com- 
pared to the challenge of being so united in love and serv- 
ice that the world may believe. There is one great mark of 
the true church and that is the love of Christians for one 
another after the fashion of Christ. 

It is said that when the Church of St. Sophia in Con- 
stantinople was erected the builders put great quantities 
of musk in the mortar. After all these centuries, while 
the church has passed into the hands of the Moslems and 
is now a mosque, yet a delicate perfume still clings to its 
stones. We love to think that the church over the cen- 
turies, with all of its mistakes and failures, has about it 
a tenderness, a beauty, a fragrance, which time cannot 
erase. 

II. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is a test case in 
heart religion. The lawyer asked our Lord how he could 
inherit eternal life. Jesus said, ‘‘What is written in the 
law? How readest thou?’’ The expert in the law an- 
swered, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God . and thy 
neighbor as thyself.”’ Shrinking from the application of 
such love to himself, he asked the Master, ‘‘And who is 
my neighbor?” It was then that our Lord spoke the para- 
ble which interprets the New Commandment in relation to 
racial antagonisms and prejudices. To this test of our 
love, let us now turn. 

If we are to make any headway toward settling our ra- 
cial tensions and building a Christian society, we must find 
some solution beyond that which is now being tried. The 
promise of finding a Christian solution of the conflicts 
between the different races and classes is in the proclama- 
tion and demonstration of Christ’s all-embracing gospel of 
love. 

Some may wonder how far this principle of love will 
take us. Many will say, ‘‘We cannot love the unlovely”; 
others, “If we love those who are black, they will misun- 
derstand and will do things which we do not like.” The 
sober truth is that if Jesus Christ can love and die for 
men of every color, he will give us the power to love them 
regardless of the accident of class or color. Why is it we 
persist in pitting our pet ideas and pagan practices against 
the truth of God, buttressed by the Cross of Christ? 

What a change would be wrought if we practiced Chris- 
tian brotherhood with those who are less fortunate than 
ourselves! What a miracle would occur if the strong 
fulfilled the law of Christ by bearing the burdens of the 
weak! The Quakers acted on this principle with the In- 
dians. There were no massacres, we are told. Even sav- 
ages understand the universal law and language of love. 

One day a beggar said to a man, “Give me money.’’ The 
man replied, “I have no money with me. I am sorry, 





Information from the Nashville office of Foreign Mis- 
sions indicates that the $100,000 gift toward the $4,- 
000,000 goal for that cause as reported here in a dis- 
patch from Atlanta last week, is a conditional gift. 

When $1,950,000 or the amount has been given the 
first $50,000 will be contributed by the anonymous 
donor; when $3,950,000 has been given, the remaining 
$50,000 will be paid if this is done by January 1, 1953. 

Dr. Fulton, of the Foreign Missions committee, ex- 
pressing gratitude for this offer, says, ‘‘Many large gifts 
will be needed if the full objective is to be realized.”’ 
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brother.”’ With a beaming face the beggar answered, “It 
is enough; you have called me brother.” A little girl who 
was carrying a large child in her arms was asked if the 
child was not too heavy for her meager strength. With 
a smile she answered, “No, he’s not heavy. He’s my 
brother.”” Love makes any burden in brotherhood very 
light. 

Margaret Applegarth tells us a beautiful story. It is 
called ‘“‘The Artist Who Forgot Four Colors.’’ The painter 
was asked to make a design for a stained glass window. 
He used the theme of an old hymn, ‘Around the Throne 
of God in Heaven Thousands of Children Stand.’’ The 
artist painted hosts of fair children around Jesus. When 
his work was finished he went to bed happy over what he 
had done. In his dream he heard a noise in his studio. 
Rushing in he found a stranger at the easel painting some of 
the fair faces black, brown, yellow and red. As he was 
about to remonstrate, the stranger quietly asked him why, 
with five colors on his palette, he used only one. Then 
the artist realized that the stranger was Jesus. The next 
morning he began to paint as the Stranger had done in his 
dream. He was happy when a visitor said the picture 
ought to be called ‘‘God’s Family.” 


III. 


The supreme test of love is our readiness to love those 
who misunderstand and harm us—our enemies. Said 
Jesus, “‘Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you and persecute you.” This is no longer 
a theoretical matter. The peace of the world hangs on it. 

The evil that our enemies have done to us is really a cry 
for help, as Dr. Fosdick has aptly shown. He likens a 
wrong-doer to a person who unintentionally flies a flag of 
distress. It is as though one’s enemy really were crying 
for help. He betrays a deep unmet need. His evil action 
is a plea of desperation, if we but have eyes to see 
and ears to hear. Jesus constantly ignored personal injury 
and sought to deliver those who harmed him from the 
tyranny of their sin. Jesus’ teaching and example are vic- 
torious realism. 

We are inclined by nature to love the lovely and dislike 
the unlovely. Of such action we may say, “Do not even 
the Gentiles the same?”’ There is no Christian virtue and 
no element of the Cross in being kind to those who are 
kind to us. Christianity enters in when we, like God, are 
gracious to the ungracious and forgiving to the unforgiving. 

The way to overcome our enemies is to make them 
friends. This is constructive Christianity; this is economic 
realism; this is international sanity. Love is like electric- 
ity in its power to perform miracles. It is atomic— it 
starts chain reactions of redeeming and reconciling energy. 

If someone thinks love is sentimental and weak, we 
need only to see how it operates between nations and in- 
dividuals. The indemnity levied on China because of the 
massacres during the Boxer uprising was returned by the 
United States. The goodwill and friendship which re- 
sulted have long since eclipsed the few million dollars in- 
volved. An Armenian girl was attacked by a Turk. Years 
later, as a Christian nurse, this girl saved the life of the 
sick Turk, who inquired, ‘‘Why did you do it?” “Because,” 
she replied, “I am a Christian.” 

“T have but one weapon,” cried Columba. “It is love. I 
love, and lo, I conquer.” A greater than Columba com- 
mands. ‘‘Love one another as I have loved you.” 


“Immortal Love, forever full, 
Forever flowing free, 

Forever shared, forever whole, 
A never-ebbing sea! 


“O Lord and Master of us all! 
Whate’er our name or sign, 
We own thy sway, we hear thy call, 

We test our lives by thine.” 
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BOOK NOTES 


WORLD CHRISTIANITY: YESTERDAY, TODAY, TO- 
MORROW. By Henry P. Van Dusen. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville and New York. 302 pages. $2.50. 





In this book, Dr. Van Dusen, president of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in New York, brings together a series of 
studies he has made in recent years on the subject of world 
Christianity. Part I describes the rediscovery during the 
war of the church as the one invulnerable and indestruc- 
tible world community. Part II, dealing with world Chris- 
tianity yesterday, describes the growth of Christian mis- 
sions and the movement for Christian unity which consti- 
tute the two major phases of the ecumenical movement, and 
which are beginning to merge into a single world Chris- 
tian movement. Part III, dealing with world Christianity 
today, describes the effect of the recent world war on 
Christian missions and the Christian world community. 
Part IV, dealing with world Christianity tomorrow, dis- 
cusses the imperative of Christian unity and the issues or 
problems which must be solved if true Christian unity is to 
be achieved. 

Dr. Van Dusen is one of the great ecumenical statesmen 
of our present day. His book should be read by everyone 
interested in world Christianity, or in the great currents 
which are moving in the church today. It has some of the 
defects of a book containing addresses and data some- 
what loosely thrown together, but also the high inspira- 
tion which comes from a fervent faith. ‘‘The church’s 
major task is to declare and to demonstrate, by word of 
speech and by word of life, the glorious good news of 
Jesus Christ. (But) if only a united church is ef- 
fective amidst planetary war, how much more against the 
demands of this fevered peace! And the first essential is 
this—that our churches and their leaders should come 
increasingly to recognize that unity, to be thoroughly in- 
formed of its existence and its agencies, to think and act 
always as servants of Christ’s one holy catholic church.” 
This book will help mightily toward that essential end. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. By Ernest F. 
Scott. Scribner’s Sons, New York, 1947. 125 pp. $2.00. 


If one is afraid of Paul’s letter to the Romans, lest it 
be “too profound” for the average man to understand, here 
is a little book that can be read in an evening or two which 
will open his eyes. Written by a competent scholar, it is 
clear, simple, and really enlightening. Dr. Scott does not 
approach Romans from the standpoint of dogmatic the- 
ology, for he does not accept the theory that the work 
was written to state Paul’s overall theology. Rather, he 
believes its purpose was to prepare for Paul’s coming to 
Rome, that he might make Rome the springboard to a new 
missionary outreach toward Spain and Gaul and possibly 
even Britain. It is a call to action, not a logical treatise 
in systematics. It is a letter, not a philosophy. 

Under four main divisions, the author treats the purpose 
of Romans, writes a commentary on it, section by section, 
summarizes its central teaching, and relates it to the pres- 
ent day which he views as a period singularly like that 
of Paul. The rugged beauty and power of Paul’s writing 
are brought out. ‘“Grace,’’ for instance, is treated, not 
as a mysterious theological term, but as “‘the disposition to 
give.”’ The argument is not one of cold logic, but leads 
to the climax of 8:28-39, the greatest passage in Paul. 
Chapters 9-11 are not a parenthesis, but closely related to 
the earlier part, for the Jew must be shown to be con- 
nected with the universal sweep of the purposes of God. 
While one may question some of Dr. Scott’s interpretation 
of ‘“‘election,’’ this book as a whole will do more than al- 
most any other to make Paul’s thought real. Perhaps 
Scott has come nearer to the heart of Romans in a few 
pages than Barth did in several hundred. 

Louisville, Ky. JULIAN PRICE LOVE. 
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PILGRIMAGE TO AMSTERDAM. By H. G. G. Herklots 
and Henry Smith Leiper. Morehouse-Gorham Co., New 
York. 90 pp. $1.00. 


Pilgrimage to Amsterdam is written in anticipation of 
the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Am- 
sterdam, Holland, August, 1948. It is expected that about 
1,200 persons from more than 125 denominations are due 
to participate. This book is not written for those who 
expect to attend the Assembly. It is written for those who 
“desire to be pilgrims toward the same spiritual goals as 
those set before the Assembly.”’ 

Pilgrimage to Amsterdam is a searching review of our 
times. It sets forth conditions under which the forthcom- 
ing Assembly will be held. Any churchman, whether he 
has an interest in this paraticular meeting or not, will be 
stimulated by this appraisal. To quote a sentence from 
chapter nine, “If the Ecumenical Movement is to be in any 
degree adequate to the tasks which confront it, it must 
become a reality among at least an influential minority of 
ordinary church members.”’ 

The book contains nine chapters. The essence of these 
chapters can be intimated at least by the chapter headings. 
The chapters are as follows: “The World Council Calls 
An Assembly,” ‘‘What in the World Is This Council?’”’ ‘‘A 
World In Need,’ ‘Has God a Design?’’, ‘“‘What Is the 
Church?” “Toward the Conversion of the World,” ‘‘Has 
the Church a Message for Society?’ ‘Is There Any Hope 
for the Nations?”’ ‘‘What Can We Do?” 

The Southern Presbyterian Church is a member institu- 
tion in the World Council. Our representatives will partici- 
pate in this meeting next summer. It is hoped that our 
ministers and officers, and many others, will acquaint them- 
selves with this world development in Protestant circles. 

J. R. CUNNINGHAM. 
Davidson, N. C. 


THE UNEASY CONSCIENCE OF MODERN FUNDA- 
MENTALISM. By Carl F. H. Henry. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 89 pages. $1.00. 


This little book, written by a fundamentalist to funda- 
mentalists, seems to have exploded a bombshell in fun- 
damentalist ranks, and to threaten to divide them further, 
rather than to unite them. This is too bad, for it is a word 
which fundamentalism needs to heed (if only Dr. Henry 
did not insist on identifying fundamentalism with evan- 
gelicalism, and in tagging all non-fundamentalists as lib- 
erals who deny the supernatural aspects of the Gospel). 

In brief, Dr. Henry charges that fundamentalists have 
been indifferent to the larger ethical and social issues of 
our times, and that this ethical indifferentism has isolated 
them from the life of our times and will in time largely de- 
stroy their influence for good. He believes that social con- 
cern is embedded both in the New Testament and in the 
Old, and that Fundamentalism, with its concern for the 
regeneration of the individual, has the only true answer for 
the ills of our time. 

He advises fundamentalists to cooperate with non-fun- 
damentalists in fighting social evil and in advancing social 
good, so long as it is possible for them to bear their wit- 
ness that genuine progress must depend on redeemed in- 
dividuals. And he pleads for evangelical unity, by which he 
means the unity of the American Council of Churches 
(represented by the Christian Beacon) and the National 
Association of Evangelicals, as opposed to the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

Dr. Harold J. Ockenga, a representative of the N. A. E., 
applauds Dr. Henry’s words as a healthy antidote to fun- 
damentalist aloofness in a distraught world. If any word 
of commendation has come from those connected with the 
American Council of Churches this reviewer has failed to 
discover it; if it should come he would certainly like to be 
apprised. 

ERNEST TRICH THOMPSON. 
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EDITORIAL 





Homes for the Wanderers 


Montana’s Governor Ford has 
abruptly refused to join with the gov- 
ernors of twelve other states to consider 
the possibilities of admitting 850,000 
displaced persons to this country. Mon- 
tana, he says, wants no displaced per- 
sons. 

Because this response did not satisfy 
other citizens of that state, particularly 
the leaders of the Montana Council of 
Churches, they issued a prompt state- 
ment expressing their surprise and ex- 
treme displeasure at this attitude. These 
officials say they want Montana to take 
“our fair quota of displaced persons,” 
and they urge their government to 
“take immediate steps to admit such 
persons up to the limit of our unused 
immigration quotas.” 

Wisconsin churches are canvassing 
the possibilities of caring for a good 
number of DPs and their Governor Ren- 
nebohm has a committee at work in 
the investigation. In Nebraska a dele- 
gation of ministers went to see the 
governor to urge a similar step. 

Such activities in all the states will 
be required if American Christians are 
to feel at all comfortable about their 
part in helping to find a home for these 
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distressed people. In its Atlanta meet- 
ing, the executive committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches urged im- 
mediate adoption of legislation per- 
mitting 100,000 DPs to enter the U. S. 
in each of the next four years. The 
Stratton Bill, now before Congress, 
would make this possible. Pointing out 
that 80 per cent of all displaced per- 
sons are Christians, the Council said: 

‘“‘We, as members of the Protestant 
and Eastern Orthodox Churches, are 
deeply interested in the fate of all dis- 
placed persons, but have a special con- 
cern for the moral, spiritual and physi- 
cal welfare of these, our fellow-Chris- 
tians.”’ 

Here is a situation of pressing ur- 
gency; here is a place where concerned 
men and women can help to fulfil the 
Christian ‘‘inasmuch.”’ Strong letters on 
this subject to Senators and Represen- 
tatives by individuals and groups will 
be one step, while the development of 
community situations where DPs will 
be made welcome will be equally im- 
portant. 


Stillman’s New President 


People who know the opportunities 
and difficulties to be met at Stillman 
Institute, our school for Negroes in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., and those who know 
Sam Burney Hay, popular pastor serv- 
ing beside the campus of Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute in Auburn, will be 
convinced of the good judgment of 
Stillman’s trustees in selecting their 
new president. 

Few situations in our church offer a 
more challenging opportunity than does 
Stillman in its effort to train young 
Negro men and women. Much will de- 
pend upon the support, financial and 
otherwise, which is given the Negro 
Work Committee and much will depend 
upon the chosen leaders of the various 
parts of the new and enlarging program 
for Negroes. 

Sam Burney Hay will enter upon his 
new task as Stillman’s president with 
the loyal support and encouragement of 
the church. 


Straight Talk to Church Women 


Roy LeCraw, director of the church’s 
five-year Program of Progress decided 
to take his courage in his hands when 
he spoke to a group of Kentucky Pres- 
byterian women not long ago. He 
minced no words about the situation. 
If Southern Presbyterian women are 
foreign missions enthusiasts, how far 
will their enthusiasm take them? 
Would it make them deny themselves a 
new coat, a re-decorated house, a va- 
cation trip, in order to contribute a gen- 
erous sum to the cause? He asked 
about it because, as he said, most wo- 
men control the family budgets, and 
{f families are to contribute any great 
amounts to the $4,000,000 missions ob- 
jective, it will be done only if the wo- 
men of the church can demonstrate 
their own willingness to sacrifice for it. 

After all, Colonel LeCraw went on, 
what men do in Christian service de- 
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pends largely on the constant example 
of their wives. If men are not strongly 
and deeply worked into the affairs of 
the church, perhaps we can find the 
trouble by looking at the quality of 
their wives’ service to the church. Un- 
less a woman’s husband is also an all- 
out Christian worker, he insisted, that 
woman is only 50 per cent in the 
church. 

In the long run, if a woman is willing 
to sacrifice “things’’ which she wants 
for herself and her family, he told these 
women, there will be no compelling ur- 
gency about the Christian task on the 
part of anybody in their homes. 

A little bit startled by such straight 
talk, the Kentucky women took it. They 
did more. They organized a telephone 
campaign that afternoon and brought 
out for the men’s meeting in the eve- 
ning one of the largest and most suc- 
cessful groups Colonel LeCraw has yet 
met. Now, he is sorry he didn’t start 
talking that way sooner. 


Firemen’s Lotteries 


An officer in the Virginia Firemen’s 
Association called on his fellow-firemen 
in their annual meeting in Staunton to 
unite in efforts to repeal the state’s 
lottery law. Every fire department in 
the state should be organized to seek 
repeal of the statute “in order that 
firemen may make money in this man- 
ner without being criminals under the 
law.”” 

On the following Sunday, the pastor 
of Staunton’s First Presbyterian church. 
Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., indicated what 
he thought about such a proposal, even 
though, as he said, he counts “the mem- 
bers of the fire department as my 
friends. If my home or our church 
were to catch on fire we would need 
their help in fullest measure.” He 
hoped they would not take amiss what 
he was saying. Then he said it. 

“TI regret that our firemen, who have 
positions of such great trust and re- 
sponsibility in the life of our commun- 
ity, should oppose a law which has been 
made to protect our people, especially 
our young people, from gambling, 
which begun in its milder forms easily 
leads to tragedy. 

“Some of the mammoth bingo parties 
in our city have brought thousands of 
people to Staunton for the purpose of 
gambling. Do we want people in other 
parts of Virginia and in other states to 
think of Staunton as a center for gam- 
bling, rather than as a community which 
is a place of schools, churches, and sub- 
stantial business enterprises? 

“. . . Thope (the firemen) will con- 
sider it earnestly and will be content to 
let the present Virginia lottery law 
remain as it is. I am sure there are 
other ways in which the firemen can 
raise money which are not so objec- 
tionable to many citizens... .” 

Further word has not been heard 
from the firemen, but unless other pas- 
tors spoke out as vigorously as the 
Staunton minister and unless they en- 
listed the cooperation of Christian citi- 
zens over the state, the chances were 
that the firemen could/would have more 
success than the church leaders in get- 
ting what they want. 
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What Became of the Two-Hour Sermon? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Paul preached unto them, ready to 
depart on the morrow; and continued 
his speech until midnight.”"—Acts 20:7. 


one sets up a wail over the death 

of the two-hour sermon. In the 
“good old days” which the bewailer can- 
not remember, people would go to the 
church and listen to sermons two hours 
long or more. Nowadays they begin to 
fidget if the minister runs over 25 
minutes. It is inferred that in those 
long-lost days people used to be more 
religious, they would spend more time 
at church services than they will today. 


Lift up your heads, brothers and 
sisters! Dry your weeping eyes. The 
former days were not better than these. 
If you would ever take the trouble to 
read one of those extensive sermons, of 
which hundreds have been preserved, 
you would join us in thanksgiving that 
the art of preaching has so greatly im- 
proved. E 


E VERY ONCE IN A WHILE some 


As for Saint Paul’s case at Troas, 
that was in a class by itself. If your 
own church had a chance at a personal 
appearance by the great Apostle and 
knew it was to be the last in a lifetime, 
wouldn’t you stay till midnight, and if 
the sermon at that point were punc- 
tuated by a tremendous’ miracle, 
wouldn’t at least some of you stick 
around till you had to go milk the cows? 
Of course you would. But your minis- 
ter is not Saint Paul; he will be here 
next Sunday again, and he is not going 
to perform any miracles in the midst of 
his sermon. We do not read that two- 
hour sermons at Troas were the regular 
thing. Most of Paul’s sermons were 
brief indeed. 


As for the two-hour sermon, there 
were reasons for it. The minister was 
as a rule the best-educated man in the 
community. There were no magazines, 
no church papers; the only Presbyterian 
outlook was a bleak one. There was no 
Sunday school, no woman’s auxiliary, 
nothing but that two-hour sermon. The 
people welcomed it .. . or at least some 
of them did. In the congregations 
where those sermons were delivered 
there were two persons whose duties 
kept them from paying close attention. 
One was the man whose business it was 
to walk around waking up the sleepers, 
and the other was the lady whose job 
it was to keep the children quiet. When 
you recall. further, that attendance on 
those services was compulsory, and that 
the man who missed one had to explain 
it to the city fathers the next morning, 
and spend some time in the stocks if 
they did not like his excuses, you can 
see that not all who listened to those 
extended discourses did so with an 
equally extended enthusiasm. 


sermon? It did not die entirely, 

it only underwent some happy 
transformations. Take a look at the 
average church bulletin of the average 
church of today. The juice of the long, 
long sermon has been concentrated into 
the briefer, more pointed and dramatic, 
and actually more inspiring sermon of 
teday. But what became of all that 
time spent in church? It is still spent 
in church, and more profitably too. 
‘Whereas the little girls and boys used to 
wriggle or sleep through a service they 
never understood, now they are in Sun- 
day school, perhaps in an ‘extended 
session”’ quite as long, and a dozen times 
more valuable to them, than any two 
hours their little ancestors spent in 
front of theological disquisitors. The 
young people may be at church in the 
morning, and in an active church they 
usually are; but that is only for an 
hour. They spend another hour in Sun- 
day school, and another at the young 
people’s meeting at night. The women 
have circle meetings this week, and once 
a month the Auxiliary meets—and it was 
never out in less than an hour yet. 
Classes are holding special meetings, the 
Men’s Forum is announcing a supper. 
the Couples’ Class is running a Christ- 
mas party at the orphans’ home, the 


W HAT BECAME of the two-hour 


‘ Leadership Training School is just over 


(two hours a night for six nights run- 
ning!) ... 

Where would all these people have 
been on the morning of the two-hour 
sermon? They would have been in 
church—that is to say, their bodies 
would have been there. Where their 
minds would have been and what was 
happening to their spirits it might be 
better not to inquire. Today innumer- 
able Christians are spending more time 
actively in church, putting more in and 
getting more out. They are growing up 
to be sunnier, better-instructed, more 
devoted Christians, than they would be 
if the long sermon were resurrected 
from its dusty grave. 


UT WHAT ABOUT the mature and 

thoughtful persons who actually 

listened to those sermons and 
could discuss them intelligently after- 
wards? For these maturing saints for 
whom the Sunday morning sermon is 
not enough (and thank God for such 
hungering people!) there are Bible 
classes and forums, there are church 
papers, there are religious and theologi- 
cal magazines which laymen can well 
read—Christian Herald, Religion in 
Life, Theology Today, for example—not 
to mention more and better religious 
books than any one would realize who 
has not been to his church bookstore 
lately. When the two-hour sermon was 
over. it was over, The congregation 


went back mostly to bookless homes, 
But if a family’s bookshelf is bare of 
solid Christian reading nowadays, it is 
not for lack of books for sale. Even the 
Bible is now available in the language 
we actually speak, not the language of 
Shakespeare. 

So what became of that two-hour 
sermon? It had its uses, but it died 
when its time came. Its place has been 
more than taken by a superabundance 
of first-rate Christian books and maga- 
zines, and by activities of worship, study 
and service in groups not only com- 
manding more time but enlisting the 
whole personality of growing Christians 
better than those sermons ever did. 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 








13. LEONARD V. BUSCHMAN 


From the time that he united with the 
Southern Presbyterian Church of Cali- 
fornia, Mo., as a boy in his teens, until 
he graduated from Princeton Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Leonard V. Buschman, 
pastor of the Central Presbyterian 
Church of Summit, N. J., was a member 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
A student at Westminster College back 
in the days of our present Moderator, 
John Rood Cunningham, President 
France McCluer, and Major-General 
Harry H. Vaughan, President Truman’s 
military aide, Buschman, following his 
college graduation as valedictorian of 
his class and the school’s outstanding 
all-around athlete, went first to Louis- 
ville Seminary and then on to Princeton 
where he received his B. D. degree. His 
first full-time pastorate was at Wood- 
bridge, N. J. From Woodbridge he 


went to the large Central Presbyterian 


Church of Buffalo, N. Y. For a dozen 
or more years now he has been the 
minister of the influential Central 
Church of Summit, N. J., where he has 
proven himself a worthy successor of 
the late Rockwell S. Brank. During his 
first pastorate at Woodbridge, N. J., the 
librarian of Princeton Seminary was 
heard to remark that Buschman was a 
man who would “go places’ in the 
ministry. The reason he gave was that 
the young man was borrowing more 
books from the lending library of the 
seminary than any other graduate in 
years, and that a man who kept up his 
reading, as the young Missourian did, 
could not but be successful in his minis- 
try. L. V. Buschman is additional evi- 
dence of the debt of the USA church to 
its sister church of the South. 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational institution distinctive in 
Christian ideals. Presbyterian. Founded 
1856. Fully accrediated academic work 
first two years of college. Outstanding 
departments in music and business. Ap- 
proved for veterans. Residence for wo- 
men and single men. Liberal scholarsrips. 
Moderate rates. Catalog P. 


John Montgomery, Pres., Stateaville, NW. C, 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Year’s Work in Japan 
Reviewed in Letter 


Japan News Letter 


In May permission was granted by 
SCAP (Supreme Command Allied 
Powers) for families of missionaries to 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


be sent out to Japan, provided housing 
was available, food brought out, and 
medical care reasonably near. In short, 
the Army would assume no responsi- 
bility for these items, but would not 
block the return of missionaries where 
such were provided by themselves. 
Schooling is also to be provided by the 
missionaries themselves. During the 
course of the summer, housing was se- 
cured for Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe and 
Miss Archibald in Nagoya; the W. A. 
McIlwaine family in Kobe; the J. A. 
McAlpine family temporarily in Kobe; 
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the L. W. Moore family in Marugame,. 
Major Moore secured permission to be 
discharged from service in Japan; there- 
fore, the Mission requested permission 
for Mr. McAlpine to return to the U. §. 
to purchase supplies for the Mission 
and to conduct the returning families 
and ladies to the field. Permission was 
granted and he sailed from Kobe July 1. 


Year's Supply for Each Person 
Shipped from Home Land 

After twelve weeks of constant buy- 
ing, packing, and frantic negotiations 
involving cables to Tokyo and telephone 
calls to Washington all papers were in 
breakage. The list of items staggers 
the imagination, being all the way from 
a complete food supply for each person 
for a year to nuts, bolts, and assorted 
hardware for repairs, as well as paint, 
glass, putty, nails. One item—eight 
sets of false teeth—got a laugh all the 
way around, but was included in a list 
by our Mission dentist. Of course, there 
were unfortunate omissions in our pur- 
chases, and amusing mix-ups in pack- 
aging, so we are still discovering other 
people’s articles in our trunks and 
boxes. 


Work of Mission Since 
War’s End Is Reviewed 


What has the Japan Mission accom- 
plished in the year 1947? On January 4 
W. A. McIlwaine landed in Kobe; three 
days later J. A. McAlpine landed in 
Yokohama. Then during October the 
personnel increased to three families 
and two women workers located in three 


’ eities—Nagoya, Kobe and Marugame— 


which are strategic points in our former 
area of responsibility. Our property 
which was confiscated during the war 
had been largely destroyed, but what 
was still standing has been almost com- 
pletely restored to our ownership. The 
matters of personnel and property have 
consumed the major portion of our time. 
In March and April a “wait and see” 
policy in regard to the Japanese United 
Church was adopted. This was worked 
out in conference with the executive 
committee deputation from Nashville, 
Drs. Fulton and Elliott, and after talk- 
ing with various Japanese leaders both 
pro and con. Dr. McIlwaine, Mr. Moore 
and Mr. McAlpine have visited practi- 
cally every church and preaching point 
with which the Mission has been con- 
nected, numbering well over forty. We 
have distributed approximately 2,000 
pounds of relief food to needy minis- 
ters and teachers. Over 50 cartons of 
clothing and relief items, from buttons 
and shoestrings to medicine for round- 
worm infection, have been distributed 
to kindergartens, churches and needy 
individuals. (The Japanese press re- 
ports 60-80% of the population are suf- 
fering from worms. Please send San- 
tonin in your parcels.) 


Retreats for Native Ministers 
And Workers Sponsored by Mission 


Sensing the loneliness and spiritual 
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depression of the pastors after six years 
of isolation and terrific mental pres- 
sure from anti-Christian forces in Japan, 
the Mission decided to sponsor retreats 
for ministers and elders with whom we 
were formerly associated. In response 
to our invitations, twenty-four gathered 
in April for a two-day conference and 
fellowship in a little Japanese house in 
Kobe. The uplift and reaction were tre- 
mendous on both the Japanese and on 
the missionaries. Again in November 
we held a conference, this time widen- 
ing the scope to include those interested 
in the Reformed faith. Thirty-four 
churches were represented by 31 minis- 
ters and 41 elders and workers. The 
three-day meeting was held in a former 
Japanese Army Officers’ billet to which 
the mission cars hauled food, fuel and 
bedding. Water was provided from the 
frog pond in front and candles gave 
necessary light after sunset. 


“Echo Conferences” Reach 


Leaders in Wider Areas 


In December ‘‘echo conferences’’ of 
one day each were held in Kyushu, 
Dutch Reformed church area, by Dr. 
McIlwaine at the express invitation of 
that presbytery; in the Shikoku area 
by Mr. Moore, and in the Gifu-Nagoya 
area by Mr. McAlpine. At all of these 
meetings we have repeated our histori- 
cal emphases upon the Bible, the Lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ, and the necessity 
of a clear-cut witnuess to our faith 
as over against heathen practices. The 
response has been encouraging to us in 
that the people have re-awakened to the 
issues at stake and their faith has been 
revitalized. 


Meetings Show Marked 
Increase in Attendance 


On all sides there is tremendous ac- 
tivity, with church building going on 
and with every meeting, whether in a 
church building or in a home, attended 
by large groups of earnest seekers. A 
beautiful structure in Gifu was dedi- 
cated in November with Dr. McIlwaine 
preaching the dedicatory sermon. Other 
buildings in other towns are in process 
of being bought and repaired. Atten- 
dance at meetings grows. Where three or 
four came before the war, fifty to eighty 
come now. Bibles are selling by the 
hundreds at much less than cost, but 
at a figure intended to prevent black- 
marketeers from invading the field. 
Strategically, spiritually, educationally, 
in every way, Japan is ready for the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, yet the mission 
personnel is back at the 1889 level! 
The challenge now is to young people 
who want to make their lives count most 
for the Kingdom of God to enlist now 
for service in Japan. We need them: 
Christ needs them. 


JAMES A. McALPINE. 
Kobe, Japan. 
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John Little Honored 
For Great Service 


Kentucky News Letter 


On the second Sunday in February, 
Presbyterians in the City of Louisville 
plan to honor John Little who is com- 
pleting fifty years as head of the fa- 
mous ‘John Little Colored Mission.” 
Representatives of the Grace Presby- 
terian Church, which is connected with 
the mission, the Louisville Council of 
Churches, the Community Chest, Ki- 
wanis. Club, Baptist Training’ School 
and Seminary, and the Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, together with 
the pastors and members of the various 
Presbyterian churches of the city, will 
unite in a great mass metting to cele- 
brate the occasion. Principal speaker 
will be W. A. Benfield, Jr., vice-presi- 
dent of the Presbyterian Seminary. In- 
stead of taking a church when he com- 
pleted his seminary course in 1898, 
John Little opened a Negro mission in 
the heart of Louisville. Today, a great 
settlement which has a multitude of ac- 
tivities going on every day stands as a 
monument to this man’s vision and 
faith. His idea has pioneered the way 
for similar movements elsewhere in the 
church, as in Richmond and Atlanta. 
Grace Church, in connection with this 
work, is served by L. W. Bottoms as pas- 
tor. Charles Allen of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, has for a number of years 
been Dr. Little’s associate and the head 
of Hope Mission, a part of the same 
work. 


Representatives of 50 Seminaries 
Join in Three-Day Evangelism Meeting 


More than 50 representatives of theo- 
logical seminaries and Bible training 
schools met in Louisville éarly in Janu- 
ary for a pioneer session of the teach- 
ers of evangelism. Meetings were held 
at the Baptist and Presbyterian semi- 
naries. Called by Cecil A. Thompson, 
professor of evangelism and country 
church work at Columbia Seminary, 
this meeting focused attention upon the 
studies which Mr. Thompson made in 
taking up his duties at the seminary 
as he visited and observed what is be- 
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ing done in the field of evangelism in 
U. S. and Canadian seminaries. Pe- 
riods of the Louisville meeting were 
xiven over to the message of evangel- 
ism, methods of training, evangelistic 
preaching, denominational evangelism, 
and training of the laity. These men 
from many different denominations 
found themselves drawn closely to- 
yether in a significant experience. In 
no single instance was there a jarring 
note. Unanimously they voted to carry 
on, and Cecil Thompson was given 
chief responsibility in doing it, with the 
full cooperation of the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Department of Evangelism under 
whose auspices the first meeting was 
set up. 


Campaign in Fellowship Evangelism 
Scheduled for Louisville Churches 
Under the direction of Harry C. 
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tian Teaching Mission, Chicago, Louis- 
ville churches—6 of them—have en- 
rolled with their 28,000 members in 
what is being called a Fellowship Evan- 
gelism Campaign. The idea is to reach 
out and bring into the fellowship of the 
church through its various groups, those 
who have definitely indicated that they 
are unattached and are therefore church 
prospects. First project is for the 


churches to determine their ability and 
willingness to win these people—the 
“evangelistic potential’— followed by 
a religious census to be taken on a Sun- 
day afternoon. Third in order will be 
the fellowship cultivation in preparation 
for the final project: the evening of 
Fellowship Visitation. Each church has 
a guest minister assigned for the week. 
These will be expected to learn the pro- 
cess and to carry the method back into 


their own churches and communities. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Kentucky Council of Churches 
Represents 326,000 Members 


After two years’ planning and prep- 
arations the Kentucky Council of 
Churches was recently organized in 
Louisville, with most Protestant de- 
nominations participating. Fred B. 
Vawter, Louisville attorney, was elected 
president, The Louisville Council of 
Churches, the Kentucky Rural Church 
Fellowship, State Christian Endeavor 
Union, and the state Y. M. C. A. all co- 
operated in forming the new organiza- 
tion. Purposes of the council, as stated, 
include: 


“To provide an agency through which 
the churches of the various denomina- 
tions may cooperate in Christian educa- 
tion, evangelism, social action, Chris- 
tian citizenship, Christian world fellow- 
ship. .. . To express through fellowship 
and service the essential unity of the 
Christian church within the State of 
Kentucky. . . . To study the spiritual, 
religious, moral, social, and civic needs 
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of the people of Kentucky, and to devise 
and correlate plans whereby these needs 
may be met cooperatively by all the 
churches.”’ 


Lees Junior College 
Reports Its Best Year 


With 130 students enrolled, Lees 
Junior College at Jackson, Ky., is re- 
porting “the best year in its history.” 
President J. O. Van Meter submitted his 
resignation to the board of trustees, but 
this resignation was declined. He will 
continue to serve in the position he has 
filled since 1928. John K. Johnson, pas- 
tor of the Maxwell Street church, Lex- 
ington, is chairman of the Lees College 
board. 


Sunday Bingo Games 
Barred in Louisville 


City Safety Director Joseph A. Murphy 
has ordered that all Sunday bingo games 
cease by February 1. He issued the 
order, he said, because he felt that play- 
ing bingo on Sundays is not proper. 
(Kentucky statutes bar gambling of any 
kind at all times.) ‘People should be 
going to church on Sundays instead of 
playing bingo,’’ Mr. Murphy said. He 
added that he had no objections to 
weekday bingo games conducted by 
churches, veterans’ organizations, and 
other groups for charitable purposes. 

C. GROSHON GUNN. 

Louisville. 





WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


Fulton, Missouri 


A Presbyterian College for Men 
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values of a liberal education that is 
Christian. 
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Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Power of the Holy Spirit 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 15 


John 14:25-26; Acts 2:1-4; 4:31b; Gal. 5:22-26. 


We have studied so far this quarter 
some of the Bible teachings about God 
who is our Father and Jesus who is our 
Savior; we have this week a lesson on 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The first passage takes us back to the 
upper room on the night before the 
crucifixion when Jesus spoke his final 
words to his disciples: “These things I 
have spoken to you, while [ am still with 
you, But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
he will teach you all things... .” 

The second passage takes us to the 
upper room about two months later. 
Jesus had risen from the grave and 
shown himself to his disciples at in- 
tervals over a period of forty days. Be- 
fore his final disappearance he had 
promised, ‘You shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you shall be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 
1:8.) The disciples returned to the 
upper room in Jerusalem and spent ten 
days in earnest, persistent prayer. On 
the tenth day there came a sound from 
heaven—not of wind, but a sound like 
the rush of a mighty wind; and there 
appeared to them tongues—not of fire, 
but tongues as of fire, distributed and 
resting on each one of them. And they 


were all filled with the Holy Spirit and ° 


began to speak in other tongues. 

Students of the Bible are not agreed 
as to the nature of these tongues, Some 
think, and on first glance this does seem 
to be the natural interpretation, that it 
was connected discourse in various for- 
eign languages. But others point out 
that no one understood what they were 
talking about until Peter arose to ex- 
plain, and that all through the Acts, 
speaking in tongues seems to be an un- 
intelligible jargon. They conclude that 
speaking in tongues refers to ecstatic 
language, disconnected phrases in which 
words from other languages familiar to 
the speaker were included, prompted 
by the intense emotional experience 
through which these men were passing. 

The third passage tells us what hap- 
pened after the Sanhedrim had forbid- 
den the disciples to speak any more in 
the name of Jesus. They prayed, not 
that God would protect them, but that 
he would enable them ‘to speak thy 
word with all boldness.’”” ‘“‘And when 
they had prayed, the place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken; 
and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word of God with 
boldness.” 


In the final passage Paul contrasts the 
fruit of the Spirit with the works of the 
flesh. ‘‘The works of the flesh are plain: 
immorality, impurity . . strife, jeal- 
ousy, anger, selfishness ... (and the 
like). But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” 

These are only a few of the many pas- 
sages stressing the importance of the 
Holy Spirit. ‘“‘By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us,”’ says John, 
‘“‘because he has given us of his own 
Spirit.” “If any man has not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his,’’ said Paul. 

These passages raise three questions 
in our minds: 


I. Who Is the Holy Spirit? 


To answer this question adequately 
we must go back to the Bible and study 
the many passages which refer to the 
Holy Spirit. As we do so we discover 
that originally the word described the 
divine energy, the divine influence, the 
divine power, and that this continues 
to be an essential element in its mean- 
ing throughout. Thus the angel said 
to Mary (Luke 1:35): ‘‘The Holy Spirit 
shall come upon thee and the power of 
the Most High shall overshadow thee.” 
Here as elsewhere the Holy Spirit is 
equivalent to the power of God. Some- 
times it is the divine energy, or the 
divine power which is working in na- 
ture; more often, however, and more 
significantly it is the divine energy, the 
divine power which is available for man, 
upon which we may call to accomplish 
God’s purpose for our lives; the inex- 
haustible source of energy to which 
Jesus referred when he said: ‘‘You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you.” (Acts 1:8.) 

But this idea does not exhaust the 
meaning of Spirit, as the word is used 
in the Bible. As we continue our study 
we see that Spirit is used not only of 
God’s energy, but of God himself (not 
the impersonal pronoun “it,” but the 
personal pronoun ‘‘he” is used, espe- 
cially in the New Testament). And yet 
the word “Spirit” is not used of God 
in the same sense as it is of God the 
Father, or of God the Son. It is used 
of God, but always of God in action, 
God exerting power, sometimes of God 
working in nature, but more frequently 
of God working in man, We may say 
then that the Holy Spirit is not only 
God’s energy, which is operating in na- 
ture, and which is available for man, 
but that it is God himself as he works 
out his purposes in nature and, above 
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all, in man; God as he works in and 
through man for the great purposes 
which he has at heart. One of the 
simplest definitions of the Spirit is “God 
as he lives and works in man.” 

These are some of the facts which 
have led the church in its creeds and in 
its hymns to speak of the Holy Spirit 
as one of the three persons in the 
Trinity. This does not mean that we 
believe in three Gods (though the think- 
ing of some tends in this direction), or 
in one God who is three in the same 
sense in which he is one. We believe 
in one God, who is the Creator of the 
world, the Father of our spirits, a God 
who is incarnate in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who is at the same time im- 
manent in nature and above all in the 
hearts and lives of believers as the 
Spirit of Holiness; a God who exists 
eternally in three forms, who manifests 
himself in three ways, whom we meet 
in three personal relations, one God in 
three persons (We use this term, said 
Augustine, because we have no other 
term to use, but it does not mean three 
personalities), This means that in the 
voice of conscience, in our loftiest aspi- 
rations after holiness, in the whole ex- 
perience of redemption (regeneration, 
santification, glorification) we have to 
do not with a divine influence merely, 
but with God himself. God is not only 
the Creator, who inhabits the loftiest 
spaces in the universe, the Redeemer 
who once manifested himself in human 
flesh, but also the unseen friend, who 
is constantly by our side, the spiritual 
presence that call us in ideals, warns us 
in remorse, comforts us with his pardon, 
renews us with his power. He is the 
one who holds indeed the far stars in 
his hands, and yet in fellowship with 
whom each humblest son of man may 
find strength to do and to endure with 
constancy and fortitude and deathless 
hope. 


“Speak to him, thou, for he hears and 
Spirit with spirit can meet, 

Closer is he than breathing and nearer 
than hands and feet.’’ 


This brings us to our second question: 
II. What Does the Holy Spirit Do? 


As already indicated, the Bible pic- 
tures the Spirit as God active, energiz- 
ing, working both in nature and in man. 

A. In Nature. In Gen. 1:2 it is the 
Spirit who “brings order and beauty out 
of the primaeval chaos and conducts the 
cosmic forces toward the goal of an 
ordered universe. And so again in 
Psalm 104:24-30 God sends forth his 
Spirit and visible things are called into 
being. In Job 26:13 the beauty of the 
heavens is ascribed to the Spirit: ‘By 
His Spirit the heavens are garnished.’ 
In Isa, 32:15 the wilderness becomes a 
fruitful field as a result of the outpour- 
ings of the Spirit. The Biblical writers 
scarcely took into their thinking the 
idea of second causes, certainly not in 
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the modern scientific sense. They re- 
garded the phenomena of nature as the 
result of God’s direct action through his 
Spirit.”’ 

This has real significance for our 
spiritual and intellectual lives. There 
was a time when we were concerned 
over the theory of evolution. Now we 
realize that if evolution be a fact it is 
only the way God has brought the uni- 
verse into being through his Spirit. 
Oftentimes when we look out over the 
mountains or the sea, or drink 
beautiful sunset, we feel that God is 
very near. And one reason we feel so 
close to God in nature is that back of 
all the phenomena of nature, its beauty 
and its power, there is the divine 
energy, the divine power, the divine be- 
ing whom the Bible speaks of sometimes 
as God’s Spirit. 

B. In Man. We are more concerned 
in this lesson with the work of the Spirit 
in man. Leaving out much that is of 
interest we note that in general the 
Bible indicates that the work of the 
Spirit is threefold: 


1, The Spirit bestows gifts of powers 
which fit man for service in the King- 
dom of God, In the Old Testament this 
is the most prominent function of the 
Spirit. Thus the Spirit bestowed wis- 
dom and skill of craftsmanship upon 
Bezaleel, who labored in the building of 
the tabernacle (Ex. 31:2-4; 35:31) and 
upon the builders of Solomon’s Temple 
(I Kings 7:14). It was the Spirit again 
who conferred power upon judges aud 
warriors to serve Israel in times of po- 
litical crisis. The most distinctive and 
important manifestation of the Spirit’s 
activity, however, in the O. T. was in 
the sphere of prophecy. As Peter writes 
in the New Testament, “No prophecy 
ever came by the will of man, but men 
spake from God being moved by the 
Holy Spirit’ (II Peter 1:21). 

Coming to the N. T. we find that the 
Spirit endowed Jesus with power for the 
endurance of temptation, for teaching, 
for casting out demons, for healing the 
sick, for his sufferings and death, for 
his resurrection and ascension. He did 
his work in the power of the Spirit (see 
Lk. 4:18; Acts 10:38). 

But that is not all. Jesus promised 
his disciples before his ascension that 
they would be empowered by the Spirit 
to carry their witness for him unto the 


ina 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


uttermost parts of the earth. Paul in 
particular enumerates a long list of 
spiritual gifts that the Spirit bestows 
upon believers in order that they may 
carry on the work of the Kingdom, e. g., 
wisdom, knowledge, boldness in Chris- 
tian testimony (illustrated in Acts 
4:31). He says that the Spirit bestows 
a great diversity of gifs, all of which can 
be used for the extension of God’s King- 
dom here on earth, that all of us possess 
these gifts in greater or less measure, 
and that we are to use them for the 
good of the whole body of Christ (cf. 
I] Cor. 12:4-11; Eph. 4:7-13). 

Consider before passing what some of 
these gifts are. In the light of our dis- 
cussion can we say that skill in craft- 
manship, professional talent, business 
ability, gifts of personality, are gifts of 
the Spirit? Can we say that such gifts 
are given to men for the extension of 
the Kingdom? What happens if a man 
fails to use them for such an end? 

2. The Spirit imparts moral and 
spiritual character, It is for this reason 
that the Spirit is called the Holy Spirit, 
i. e., the Spirit of Holiness. 

Jesus said, ‘‘Unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God.” (Jn. 3:5.) Paul 
sets forth the work of the Spirit in the 
beginning of the Christian life in many 
different terms, e. g., justification re- 
generation, adoption, reconciliation 
(See Romans 5:2; 8:2; 9:15-16; Gal. 
3:8, 3, 14: ¥ Cor. 26:21; Bpk. 3:18). 
He holds moreover that the religious 
and moral life of the Christian is at 
every point under the guidance and sus- 
taining energy of the Holy Spirit. If 
we live after the flesh, we die; if after 
the Spirit we live (Rom. 8:6). The 
Spirit helps the Christian to pray (Rom. 
8:26f). ‘‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness,  self-control.’’ 
The Corinthians preferred the showy 
gifts, gifts which won them the applause 
of men. But Paul reminded them that 
the greatest gift of the Spirit was love 
(I Cor. 13), and John agreed (I Jn. 
4:12-13). 

If this be true then in all our long- 
ings after redemption, in all our aspira- 
tions after holiness, we have to do not 
merely with the promptings of our bet- 
ter nature, but with God, the Holy 
Spirit. And if we stifle these longings, 
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if we deny these aspirations, we are to 
that extent shutting God out of our 
lives. The list of virtues in Gal. 5:22 
offers a convenient check list by which 
we can determine the extent to which 
we have allowed the Spirit to take pos- 
session of our lives. If we are lacking 
in love, or joy, or peace, or patience, 
ete. it is because there are areas in our 
life which we have barricaded against 
the Spirit, areas which we have refused 
to surrender unto God. 

3. The Spirit reveals to us moral and 
spiritual truth. Jesus emphasizes this 
point over and over again in his fare- 
well discourse. Thus “JI will pray the 
Father and he will give you another 
Counselor (Greek: Paraclete, ‘‘one to be 
at your side’’) to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth. . .. These 
things I have spoken to you, while I am 
still with you. But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all 
things.’’ (See John 14:16-26; 16:7-15.) 

This promise was given primarily to 
the disciples and was fulfilled in the 
writing of the New Testament; but it 
also has meaning for us, as we are il- 
lumined to understand the meaning of 
Scripture, as we are guided to solve the 
problems of life in the light of the 
Gospel revealed through Jesus Christ. 


Ill. How Can We Obtain the Holy Spirit 
for Our Lives? 


This question will inevitably come to 
any one who has followed the lesson to 
this point. Peter in Acts 2:38 said, 
“Repent and be baptized ... and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit,” 
and Paul said, ‘‘No man can say Jesus 
is the Lord but in the Holy Spirit.” It 
follows that everyone who acknowledges 
Jesus as Lord has the Spirit already in 
his life. And Jesus said that God was 
always ready to give the Spirit—-more 
fully, no doubt—to them who asked (Lk 
11:13). 

The only real question is what shall 
we do with the Spirit or rather what 
shall we allow the Spirit to do unto us? 
We may grieve the Spirit (Ephesians 
4:30), we may quench the _ Spirit 
(I Thes. 5:19), we may allow him to 
have full sway in our lives. Remember 
that the Spirit speaks to us in the voice 
of conscience, he reveals himself in our 
aspirations, our yearnings. after the 
good, the beautiful, the true, and the 
holy, in our longing after redempticn, 
in our hunger and thirst after God. And 
then consider how we may grieve the 
Holy Spirit, how we may quench the 
Spirit in ourselves and others, how we 
do grieve the Spirit, how we do quench 
the Spirit, and finally how we may allow 
him to have his way in our lives, 





Aggressive fighting for the right is 
the greatest sport in the world.—Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Alex. W. Hunter, formerly of Lexing- 
ton, Ky., has become pastor of the 
Macon Road church, Memphis, Address: 
3727 Wayne Street. 

James R. Kennedy from Whiteville, 
N. C., to 910 Redgate Ave., Norfolk, 
Va. 

Moses E. James from Bethel Church, 
Florence, §. C., to the Berean Center, 
New Orleans, La. 

Dwight M. Chalmers, Durham, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Westminster 
church, Greenville, S. C., effective early 
in February. 

W. A. Cockerell, formerly of the 
East Side church (USA), Wichita Falls, 
Texas, will now serve as stated supply 
at Throckmorton, Texas. 

S. L. McCullough, Goodman, Miss., 
was received as a candidate for the 
ministry by Central Mississippi Pres- 
bytery and has been granted permission 
to supply the Durant group of churches. 

T. S. Knox, retired, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
will serve as pulpit supply of the Rid- 
glea church, Ft. Worth, until a pastor 
is secured. 

B. B. Hestir, formerly of Carlsbad, 
Texas, is the new pastor of the Sterling 
City, Texas, church. 

D. Hilton Seals, candidate for the 
ministry under the care of Orange Pres- 
bytery, was recently licensed to preach 
and ordained as an evangelist in the 
Chapel Hill, N. C., church. Mr. Seals’ 
work is with the students of the Uni- 
versity. 

C. L. Cheshire, formerly of Gastonia, 
N. C., has begun his work as pastor of 
the Second church, Burlington, N. C. 

A. M. Moore from Tiger, Ga., to Box 
442, Clayton, Ga. 

T. O. Perrin from Greenville, Texas, 
to 125 College, Sulphur Springs, Texas. 

Walter K. Keys has resigned as pas- 
tor of the Rumple Memorial church, 
Blowing Rock, N. C. 

Al Swofford Burdette, Concord, N. 
C., is the new pastor of the Magill Me- 
morial, Cove Creek, Hampton Creek and 
Tiger Creek churches. He will live at 
Roan Mountain, Tenn. 

Andrew Byers, formerly of Corsicana, 
Texas, is now pastor at Alice, Texas. 
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J. C. Shive, retired, formerly of Ashe- 
ville, N. C., is now making his home at 
Yorktown, Texas, and recently became 


a member of Western Texas Presbytery. 


BOOK SELECTION 

John Sutherland Bonnell’s Sprunt 
Lectures, delivered at Union Seminary 
in Virginia, in 1943, were scheduled 
to be published by Harpers this month 
under the title, “Psychology for Pastor 
and People.” Pulpit Book Club named 
this its principal selection for the 
month. Dr. Bonnell is pastor of the 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian church, New 
York. 


CANDIDATE 

Grady E. Dixon, a deacon of Goshen 
church, North Belmont, N. C., was re- 
ceived as a candidate for the ministry 
by Kings Mountain Presbytery at its 
mid-winter meeting. 


MARYVILLE SERVICES 

Clifford E. Barbour, pastor of the 
Second church (USA) of Knoxville, 
Tenn., has been scheduled to lead the 
annual ‘February Meetings’ at Mary- 
ville College this year. Dr. Barbour has 
led these services at Maryville twice 
before. 


LECTURES IN SCOTLAND 

John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Seminary, delivered the Croall Lec- 
tures at New College, University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland, in January on 
“God’s New Order—The Ephesian Let- 
ter and This Present Time.”’ 


ENDORSED FOR MODERATOR 
George Emerson Barnes of Philadel- 

phia has been unanimously endorsed 

for the office of moderator of the 1948 
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Presbyterian General Assembly, USA, 
by the Presbytery of Philadelphia, larg- 
est of the 266 presbyteries in the de- 
nomination. Dr. Barnes has been pas- 
tor of the Overbrook church in a Phila- 
delphia suburb for 26 years. He is 
also chairman of the $27,000,000 Re- 
storation Fund for his denomination. 


DEATHS 

Gary L. Smith, 66, pastor at Rusk, 
Texas, died after a brief illness De 
cember 24. Before taking the Rusk 
pastorate three years ago, Dr. Smith 
had served at Cisco, Sweetwater, Gra- 
ham, the Colonial Heights church in 
Dallas, and at Bowie—all in Texas. 


John T. Young, 71, honorably retired 
member of Piedmont Presbytery, died 
at Belton, S. C., January 8. Originally 
from the Associate Reformed Presbyte- 
rian church. Mr. Young had also been 
a minister in the United Presbyterian 
denomination for several years before 
serving as pastor in the US church 
since 1922. His last active ministry 
was in Greensboro, Ga. 


John A. Trostle, 73, died at Rock- 
bridge Baths, Va., January 21. Mr. 
Trostle’s ministry had been in Mary- 
land, Kentucky, Virginia, and West Vir- 
ginia, his last active service being at 
Capon Bridge, W. Va. 


Richard W. Burn, 34, died suddenly 
January 4, two hours after he was 
stricken while leading the singing at 
the evening service of Beulah church, 
Fern Creek, near Louisville, Ky. Be- 
fore going to the Beulah church three 
years ago he was pastor in Potosi, Mo. 
Associates said, “Mr. Burns knew that 
his physical condition required com- 
plete and continued rest but he chose 
to serve until his summons came as it 
did.”’ 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. 8S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 


welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 


quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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